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| Sparks | Va. Dealer Licensing Act Is Signed 


Armed forces have agreed to Bans Unjust Cancellations, Coercion; Battle Precedes Final Approval; 


scale down government stockpiles 


of foreign materials. Civilian Truck Production Tops Quota in First Quarter; 
cars Car Tire Inspections Are Halted by OPA 


From the shifts made and con- 
templated, it looks like factory : ' 
sales organizations will be ade- Climaxing a battle between factories 


quately fixed for postwar. Va. Licensing and dealers, Gov. Colgate Darden last 


‘ onieidin t seocding Ww ar » an week signed — _ Apr. 4 the Vir- Ar ' Railroads Riding 
the $33,000,000 ective July 1 ginia automobile dealer licensing bill, ‘ 

Sinpale “peegrens, attat the House aa sponsored by the Automotive Trade The Inside Track? 

ordered termination of the project. Assn. of Virginia. The measure, effective July 1, provides 

a for the licensing of dealers, manufacturers and salesmen; Official Washington appears wont to overlook the 

Aid to Soviet prohibits manufacturers from cancelling dealer contracts | crisis that threatens automotive transportation, it is 


Shipments of munitions, totaling without just provocation and from coercing a dealer into | indicated in the action taken last week by the Inter- 
over a million tons and exceeding 


accepting more vehicles than he desires; prohibits dealers | Agency Industrial Deferment committee charged with 

cog ay Boacliy-age gh pge Be from operating unless they have established places of | determining the “irreplaceables” in the 18-to-26-year- 
January and February. Since Oc- business; restricts salesman’s sales to the dealer for whom old age group. 

ruded 6200 tanks, 190, ove it” Salesman works. The committee denied all ODT appeals for defer- 

36,000 jeeps and 30,000 other mili- High ranking officials of most automobile manufactur- | Ments in the maintenance end of automotive TS ae 

tary vehicles. ers met with association officers in an attempt to dissuade tion where manpower shortages are most acute. It did 

+ #8 them from pushing for signing of the bill, according to ee — ee in Seat eee a 

South of Border John E. Raine, general manager of the Virginia associa- rucking—BUT granted some 2, requests in the 


A project to establish a diesel tion. Little opposition to the bill developed before the | ‘ailroad freight handling work. 
motor plant in Mexico was out- 


x , state legislature gave its approval a few weeks ago, but x kk 
lined to President Avila Camancho ss : : ’ 
va cate oak te a group of U.S. When the bill reached Gov. Darden’s desk leading factory We do not say that railroads are not essential in 
and Mexican industrialists who, Officials, including N. C. Dezendorf of General Motors; the war effort, but we do say that trucks are every 
according to report, have already Earl B. Wilson, sales executive of Chrysler division; H. D. . 


subscribed $2,000,000 to sponsor the . . ; bit as vital and therefore deserve equal consideration. 
project. President Camancho has Herrick, DeSoto sales executive, and regional representa- 


taken the matter under advise- tives of Packard, Dodge and Chevrolet, asked and received | ,., Moreover, we can't fathom How war workers or 

ment. permission to appear before the association officers, Raine Sob — . "a pie y cae ar ak “aan maved. ta 
ean said. After hearing factory arguments against the bill, woe ee ieee Ee on . ey y 

Allocate Materials? the association’s board of directors voted 13-2 to reaffirm | 2Utomotive maintenance men are taken into the armed 


Informed sources say that, at their iti * loti . forces, and vehicles are laid up as a result. 
the fret mecting of the wow eir position on the legislation and passed a resolution 


i i i . 2 eS 
bile: M turers Urging the governor to sign the bill. Many dealers had . 
ice amie bie ge previously changed their stand and wired the governor We trust that, when the Inter-Agency committee 
WPB will allocate new-car mate- to veto the bill, but later asked the governor to throw meets Apr. 12 to make final decisions, it will reconsider 
rials for the fourth quarter of oyt their veto appeals, Raine said. ODT’s appeals on mechanics and truckmen. And we 
Paes the European war is as + trust that ODT will do as good a job on the automotive 
over or going well by that time, end as it did on the railroads. 


the materials would be available Preliminary reports show that the 
to permit resumption of new-car 


es Truck Production - i . 
primcton the fra coor Tek. Production 1044 truck production program end: ty in the military requirements daring the thre 
see First Quarter _ production of 10,329 vehicles of all ™onth period. — / 
U. S. Kept Out sizes for civilian use, of which 7,128 == In announcing these figures, John H. Middlekamp, di- 
Legislation recently approved in were in the medium class and 3,201 heavy trucks, the Tector of the automotive division, emphasized that while 


Bermuda limiting automobiles and War Production Board announced last week. The goal for they indicate a satisfactory accomplishment for the first 
taxicabs to vehicles of not more 


: . . uarter, many problems were likely to be encountered dur- 
than 10 horsepower closes the post- the 7 rter be 9,157 vehicles. Actual product —_ achieved, i the stander of the year Pe could exert consider- 
war market to most American- including military as well as commercial or civilian trucks, sf 2 J ; 

made automobiles, according tothe amounted to 100.4 percent of the scheduled goal. This 2€© influence on production schedules. He cited the man- 


U. S. Department of Commerce. percentage makes allowance for modifications and adjust- POWer Situation as one factor and pointed out that pro- 
The only automobiles now obtain- 


duction goals for the last nine months of 1944 were 
Srituh Colowies Jane Miesion - substantially greater than the first quarter. 
The existing regulation pertain- xk k * 


ing to general use of motor ve- i in cg ° é Periodic inspections of passenger car 
hicles also provided for the estab- ews iI rie Tire Inspections tires will be discontinued Apr. 20, OPA 


lishment of omnibus and taxicab * For Cars Are ( hi 
. i rmitted commercial Go After 4 -Fs terstate Commerce Commission, 4 ? : 7 
ee ee ee Halted by OPA’ week. Inspection certificates will still 


establishments to employ motor WASHINGTON.—As an in- WS named last week by Presi- 1 s 
be required, however, in obtaining 


trucks. ducement for 4-Fs to take dent Roosevelt to be director of s 
replacement tires, and OPA’s newest action does not affect 


a a é S : the Office of Defense Transpor- 

. 2s essential jobs, Selective Service : P 

; Z ° * tation to replace the late Joseph z : 4 . : 

Quote of the Week revealed last week that all 4-Fs the truck tire inspection program which continues as 
heretofore. 


ts there any danger of a short- | 900 FB-le (halted aavice) = SeGuee Gen. Chee & 
Bowles said that the action “simply means that the 


- Young has been serving as tem- 
je : oe of would be placed in occupa- : “ 
ices ae? At Seanans eat tionally deferred classes imme- Porary, director of the ODT 
inspection program has served its primary objective— 
to make motorists conscious of the extreme need for tire 


. a . since Eastman’s death. Johnson 
: fa diately if they start work in ‘Ice . : 
um in ; 
Ty tema te ote prod- essential industries. For the jel ae age eg oe 
t ak tes weight to the nation’s auto dealer, these classes of men : . se neat : - a . oa 
Sais tr rubber for an entire year may provide a partial solution Y°UI™ Oe ae eis a nate conservation and care. 
é ; xk k * 
A new method for pricing used auto- 
New Method Set motive parts, based on a percentage 


to their manpower shortages. commerce. He is a native of 
“Another answer to the same 
For Pricing of of the manufacturer’s suggested retail 


South Carolina. 
question can be put in this way: 
Sixteen gallons of a widely pro- | Record Plane Output 
Used Auto Parts price for the parts when new, was an- 
nounced last week by OPA. Prices for 


duced petroleum material, butylene, _WASHINGTON. — An all-time ‘No Gas Boost’ 

will make four tires for the aver- high of 9,118 war planes was WASHINGTON. — Petroleum 
sales at wholesale or retail of parts usable without re- 
building will not exceed 75 percent of the manufacturer’s 


age passenger car, satisfactory for produced in March, WPB an- Administrator Ickes last week 
suggested retail list price for the part when new, and not 


20,000 miles of driving. Fuel re- nounced last week. Ford Willow emphasized again that “con- 
quirements of this same car over Run is performing “excellently,” trary to the impression held in 
exceed 30 percent of this original list price for parts which 
must be rebuilt before being usable. 


this same mileage, at 15 miles per WPB said. At the same time it some quarters,” there is no pos- 
gallon, will be 1,333 gallons, or al- was revealed that the U. S. is sibility at this tine ef inerens- 
most 100 times the amount of developing long-range fighter ing civilian gasoline rations in 
material required for the tires. If planes to escort such huge any section of the country. 
a petroleum shortage develops, it bombers as the new B-29. “Stocks of total crude petroleum C 
Sellers of automotive parts who included taxes in their 
selling prices during March 1942, may now add these taxes 
to the manufacturer’s suggested resale price, if they are 
not already included in the resale price. 


is more likely to result in a re- and products in the United | 
striction on fuel rather than on New ODT Boss States are at the lowest level | 


¥ ee a ieee on, WASHINGTON.—J. Monroe’ they have been in the last 20 
) c als. ‘ i. i Ss JR., 


hairman of U. S. Rubber Co Johnson, a member of the In- years,” he said. 
cneé é ° . . 
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—— 





2 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 10, 1944 


But Warns of Supply Pinch... 
Davis Is Optimistic 
On Tire Quality 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 

DETROIT. — Although pessimis- 
tic over the outlook for car and 
truck tires this year, F. B. Davis 
jr., chairman of U. S. Rubber Co., 
last week told newspapermen here 
that the quality of synthetic tires 
has improved to a point where it 
is comparable to pre-war natural- 
rubber tires. 

He said the industry will pro- 
duce only 22,000,000 of the pro- 
jected 30,000,000 passenger car 
tires in 1944, and only 4,000,000 
of the required truck tires. 
Camelback to recap 25,000,000 
tires is being provided this year, 
however. 

On the quality of synthetic tires 
in various sizes, Davis had this to 
say: 

Passenger car tires (100 percent 
synthetic)—87 percent as good as 
first-line pre-war natural-rubber 
tires, if driven at moderate speeds. 


Truck and bus tires (up _ to 
10:00)—using 10 to 30 percent 
natural rubber, rayon cord and the 
recently-announced inlaid _ prin- 


Houston Tightens 


Inspections of 
Auto Dealers 


HOUSTON.—Reactivation of the 
automobile dealers advisory board, 
enforcement of an ordinance regu- 
lating new and used-car dealers 
and car-parts dealers, and em- 
ployment of two additional inspec- 
tors and a secretary will be recom- 
mended to the city manager by a 
committee of department heads. 

The committee met last week in 
answer to complaints voiced re- 
cently by Ralph L. Fowler, execu- 
tive secretary and general counsel 
for the Houston Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn., that little effort was be- 
ing made to enforce the five-year- 
old ordinance and that additional 
personnel was needed to enforce it. 


The ordinance was designed pri- 
marily to reduce thievery in car 
parts and used cars by subjecting 
all dealers to strict police inspec- 
tion and examination of records. 
It operates from license fees col- 
lected from the car and car-parts 
dealers. Under a state law, these 
fees can be used only for the pur- 
pose of enforcing the law. 

Fowler said there is an accumu- 
lated reserve of approximately 
$50,000 from former years in this 
fund. More than $3,800 was turned 
back into the fund from last year’s 
operation. 

The committee agreed to recom- 
mend that the present staff con- 
cerned with the enforcement of the 
ordinance be increased from three 
full-time police inspectors and a 
part-time police secretary, to four 
or five inspectors and a secretary, 
W. L. Jordan, assistant to the city 
manager said, and that present 
vacancies on the board be filled so 
the board can become active again. 

Lindsay Russell, of Ivy-Russell 
Motor Co. and president of the 
Houston Automobile Dealers Assn., 
attended the meeting with police 
and city officials. 


Arkansas Dealers 


Meet This Week 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—Postwar 
opportunities in the automotive 
business as well as wartime prob- 
lems will be discussed at the 
eleventh annual convention of the 
Arkansas Automobile Dealers 
Assn. here Apr. 12. 

In the morning session, Lynn S. 
Snow, first vice-president of 
NADA, will discuss service, and 
D. E. Castles, NADA past presi- 
dent, the Washington front. In the 
afternoon, L. Clare Cargile, past 
president of NADA, will discuss 
postwar opportunities, and D. G. 
Kelly, president of NADA, is ex- 
pected to address the convention. 

Charles T. Evans, assistant to the 
president of Arkansas Power & 
Light Co., will be the luncheon 
speaker. 


ciple, these tires are giving better 
service than pre-war tires. 

Heavy-duty tires (above 10:00)— 
Using all the recent improvements 
along with 30 percent natural rub- 
ber, these tires are not up to pre- 
war standards. 

Davis said the industry will pro- 
duce about 7,000,000 car tires in 
the first half of 1944, with the re- 
maining 15,000,000 scheduled for 
the last half, aided by increased 
facilities now being obtained. 

As a result the last quarter of 
this year should see tires for all 
essential users, he said, adding 
that it would be 1945 before non- 
essential motorists could obtain 
new tires. Tubes, being made of 
butyl, will hold air better than 
pre-war crude rubber tubes and 
will be produced in sufficient 
quantity to meet demand. 

Davis said there was need for 
continued production of synthetic 
after the war, since world needs 

will require all the rubber avail- 
able for several years. He sees 
an immediate demand for 50,000,000 
tires, plus original equipment car- 
casses, in the postwar. 

“If, at the end of the war, there 
has been but little damage to 
plantations now held by the 
Japanese, total potential produc- 
tion of natural rubber for the 
world should be about 1,700,000 
tons,” Davis said. “We have no 
reliable information on the condi- 
tions of the occupied areas. We 
doubt that the plantations have 
been purposely damaged. We have 
guessed, however, that due _ to 
neglect, disease and jungle growth, 
output of the average plantation 
will be reduced by 30 percent. A 
great deal of re-equipping, clearing 
out of undergrowth, rebuilding of| 
roads and drains will have to be 
undertaken, all of which will con- 
sume time and money. 

“We have estimated world pro- 
duction of 500,000 tons during the 
first year after possession of the 
territory is regained, followed by 
a gradual increase to a maximum 
of 1,200,000—providing that the 
price for rubber is adequate to in- 
duce the reopening of all areas. 


New Car Quotas 
For April 


New Passenger 
Automobiles 


Quota Reserve 
167 

462 

369 

377 

441 

327 

78 

379 


Take a Bow 


Maintenance Advisors 
Praised in Newark 


NEWARK, N. J.—District 
ODT Manager James J. Johns- 
ton declared here last week 
that the recently created auto- 
motive maintenance advisory 
committee “is accomplishing a 
great deal’ in solving acute 
industry problems. 


Johnston said the committee 
has been actively developing 
methods of obtaining an ade- 
quate supply of tires, parts and 
manpower for operators in 
Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, 
Union and Middlesex counties. 


If left unchecked, the short- 
ages represent a threat to the 
essential work of keeping war 
materials moving, he said. 


Members of the committee 
are Stanley J. Hayes, chairman, 
representing truck factory 
branch; George E. Lackey, 
light duty truck dealers; Fred 
Ehrlich, parts jobbers; Jack 
Keiper, private carriers; Wil- 
liam Kortenhaus, common and 
contract carriers; H. R. Mc- 
Cluckie, trailer manufacturer 
and distributor; A. A. Baldwin, 
tire factory; E. J. Rabidoux, 
passenger car dealers; William 
E. Curtis, independent garages; 
Charles Connelly, oil company 
and distributor; Conrad Wei- 
mar, over-the-road petroleum 
carriers; Robert De Camp, bus 
operators, and Fred Carlson, 
United States Truck Conserva- 
tion Corp. 


NADA Delays 
Naming Successor 


To Bishop 


CHICAGO.—Four prospects for 
the post of general counsel, vacated 
by the resignation of Charles W. 
Bishop, were interviewed here last 
week by members of the National 
Automobile Dealers Assn.’s execu- 
tive committee. 

At the conclusion of the all-day 
session Wednesday, Ray Chamber- 
lain, executive vice-president, an- 
nounced that no decision had been 
reached. A further meeting is 
scheduled to discuss qualifications 
of the various candidates after a 
thorough checkup, with the likeli- 
hood, it was stated, that more legal 
talent will be interviewed in addi- 
tion to the men who appeared 
here. The time and place for the 
next session have not been set. 


Present at the meeting were 
David G. Kelly, NADA president; 
David E. Castles and L. Clare Car- 
gile, past presidents; William L. 
Mallon, and Chamberlain. Castles, 
Cargile and Mallon are regional 
vice-presidents. 


‘Dealers Tell Me,”’ by John O. Munn. 
is an open forum for the expression of 
dealers’ opinions. 


Gasoline from Vegetation? 


Carnegie Chemist Reveals Cheap Method 
For Speeding Nature’s Process 


“More liquid fuel could be pro- 
duced from plant life than our 


CLEVELAND.—The jungles of 
Brazil, Central America and the 
islands of the Caribbean may be- 
come farms for gasoline and coal, 
it was revealed here last week by 
Dr. Ernst Berl, research professor 
of Carnegie Institute of Technol- 
ogy, at the 107th meeting of the 
American Chemical Society. 

Investigations begun at the 
Institute 18 years ago have led 
to the discovery of a process for 
producing oil from such plant 
products and wastes as wood, 
sawdust, sugar cane, molasses, 
sorghum, potatoes, cornstalks, 
grass, moss, seaweed and algae. 
The process is relatively simple 
and inexpensive, the doctor 
asserts. 

For example, he said, from 100 
long tons of sugar cane, the proc- 
ess will make 2,980 gallons of gaso- 
line, 3,430 of middle oil, 1,210 gal- 
lons of lubricating oil and 8% tons 
of raw sugar. The process is one 
of controlled internal combustion 
from which is derived a_ semi- 
liquid which the researchers have 
called “protoproduct.” Gasoline 
and kerosene as well as_lubri- 
cating oil can be obtained by 
hydrogenation. 


32,000,000 motor vehicles used in 
the last normal year, if the 260,- 
000,000 tons of waste plants pro- 
duced per year in this country 
could be converted into liquid fuel,” 
Dr Berl said. 


The basic discovery upon which 
Dr. Berl has built his process is 
that bituminous coals are formed 
from carbohydrates and not from 
lignin, as many scientists believed. 
Nature produces every year huge 
amounts of carbohydrates, but it 
has taken geological eras to con- 
vert them into coal, asphalt or oil. 


Carnegie chemists claim to have 
produced these fuels in a _ short 
time by using higher temperatures 
and pressures than occurred in 
nature. 


If the process is as simple as 
Dr. Berl says it is, one can easily 
picture the farmer and many in 
other walks making their own 
gasoline. Anyway, he has not been 
backward about presenting his 
studies to the 4,000 chemists here 
in convention. He is chairman of 
the division of cellulose chemistry 
of the American Chemical Society. 


Study Financing Plan... 


DIGEST EDITION 


Makers Seek Way to Block 


Government Truck Loans 


DETROIT. — Representatives of 
truck and trailer manufacturers 
and finance companies may at- 
tempt to work out a plan to 
finance truck purchases for truck- 
ers in an effort to forestall a pro- 
posal by truckers for government 
equipment loans. 


This was discussed in motor 
circles last week after the Na- 
tional Motor Transport For-Hire 
Carrier Consulting committee of 
the Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion had recommended to ODT 
that the government provide new 
equipment for truckers at an 
interest rate of 4 percent a year 
and option to buy the equipment 
at the end of four years. 

Reaction to the plan was 
sharp. One manufacturer stated 
that he wanted no home-front 
lend-lease, with his company 
continuing in peacetime with one 
customer—the government. 

Finance companies, it was 
understood, are interested in a 
plan for truckers similar to the 
equipment-trust plan under which 
railroads purchase new equipment 
with debenture issues. 

In citing the need for some 
such plan, truckers here said 
that their financial plight is so 
serious that they can’t even talk 
about it, since publicity only 
serves to tighten credit. 

This, too, works against truckers 
in their fight for higher rates, and 
even if they won higher rates, 
some truckers point out, their 


Test Sought on Effect 


Of Tandems on Roads 


DETROIT.—The University of 
Michigan engineering research 
department will be asked to 
study the effect of weight loads 
of tandem truck-trailers on the 
highways, it was learned last 
week. 

Trucking operations have 
been hampered since March 1 
when the state highway depart- 
ment ordered that the 26,000- 
pound limit on duals be com- 
plied with. While 26,000 pounds 
is the official limit, truckers had 
been allowed up to 32,000 by un- 
official agreement with the pre- 
vious administration. While no 
studies have been made on 
duals, it is felt in engineering 
circles that 36,000 pounds would 
be no more injurious than 26,000. 


competitive standing with the rail- 
roads would be worsened. 

In respect to rates, truckers cite 
the railroads’ brief to the ICC in 
the 1942 rate investigation, in 
which it was stated that railroads 
are carrying freight of less than 
carload lots at a 24 percent loss. 
This is possible, it was said, be- 
cause such lots represent only 4% 
percent of the railroads’ business, 
while similar freight represents 70 
to 80 percent of the _ truckers’ 
business. 

While several influential con- 
gressmen are reported to be in- 
terested in a bill providing that 
no carrier be allowed to charge 
less than cost, truckers pointed 
out that such legislation might 
be the long-term answer, but 
that it wouldn’t help truckers 
now when they need it most. 

As for the over-all outlook, 
truckers say it is worse this week 
than last, and was worse last week 
than the week before that, and is 
expected to go on getting worse. 


Increased costs caused by over- 


$100,000 Fire Razes 


Wright Dealership 

HOUSTON.—Roy Wright, owner 
of the Wright Chevrolet Co., West 
Columbia, as well as automobile 
companies in Freeport, Bay City 
and Angleton, suffered an esti- 
mated loss of $100,000 recently 
when his West Columbia building 
was completely destroyed by fire. 
Wright said the loss was only 
partly covered by insurance. 

The fire was reported to have 
started in the company’s welding 
shop when a welder’s torch ignited 
gasoline, causing an_ explosion. 
The flames quickly spread to 
barrels of paint thinner. Plans for 
rebuilding the plant are under way. 


age equipment, increased wages, 
increased cost of parts and dete- 
rioration in the quality of parts 
and fuel have reached the point 
where they have wiped out war- 
time gains in loading and opera- 
tional efficiency. 

In connection with the govern- 
ment financing plan, _ truckers 
pointed out that originally the 
truckers had planned to pick out 
their own equipment, and then ask 
for aid in purchasing. But, it was 
charged, the dealers’ prices on new 
1944 equipment were far above 
those allowed by OPA. The truck- 
ers said that while the OPA order 
provided that truckers would get 
the same discount previously ob- 
tained, dealers told them that their 
classification had changed. There- 
fore, the truckers said, they recom- 
mended the lending plan under 
which the price problem would be 
left to the government. 


Stovall Is Elected 
President by 


Denver Dealers 


DENVER. — Robert G. Stovall, 
Stovall-Hilliker Motor Co. (Ford), 
was elected president of the Den- 
ver Automobile Dealers Assn. at 
the organization’s annual meeting 
last week. 


He succeeds Harry Leeman, Lee- 
man Motor Co. (DeSoto-Plymouth), 
who has been president for the 
past two vears. 


Other officers are A. R. Hicker- 
son, Thomas-Hickerson Motor Co. 
(Dodge-Plymouth), vice-president, 
and the following directors: C. S. 
Hover, Hover Motors Inc. (Ford- 
Mercury-Lincoln); L. H. Luby, 
Luby Motor Co. (Chevrolet); Lou 
Cohan, Denver Buick, Inc.; Elmer 
G. Berg, Howry-Berg, Inc., and 
Jack R. Munroe. Tom Braden is 
secretary and manager of the 
association. 


N. Y. Dealers 


Pick Committees 


NEW YORK.— Appointment of 
the following committees for the 
ensuing year has been announced 
(March 30) by the Automobile 
Merchants Assn. of New York, 
Inc.: 

Legislative—R. W. Carson, chair- 
man; C. M. Bishop, D. F. Jennings, 
P. J. Kaufman, J. G. Moyerson and 
H. A. Yagle. 

Ways and means—J. D. Casey, 
chairman; Bishop, A. W. Boettcher, 
E. V. Derks, R. H. Israel, M. M. 
Lasker and W. Posey. 

Executive (subject to approval of 
the board of directors)—H. 
Williams, chairman; C. H. Cal- 
houn, Casey, W. H. Caswell, J. A. 
Dursi, R. M. Nelson, P. L. Schaef- 
fer, Frank Wiethoff and H. A. 
Yagle. 

Finance: R. M. Nelson, chair- 
man; H. T. Flinn and Wiethoff. 

Membership—C. Schnurmacher, 
chairman; Calhoun, Carson, Cas- 
well, L. F. Jacod, Boettcher, Dursi, 
Jennings, P. E. Paris, Nelson, 
Casey, Derks, Flinn, H. E. Laux, 
Posey and C. Rasmussen. 

Golf: F. J. Ryan, chairman, Cal- 
houn and G. E. Buckingham. 


Weeks Named Secretary 


Of Idaho Dealers Assn. 
BOISE, Id. — (UTPS) — Leon 
Weeks has been appointed secre- 
tary of the Idaho Automobile 
Dealers Assn., it was announced 
last week. He succeeds William 
G. Ash, who resigned to manage a 
large used-car sales concern. 
Weeks has his offices in the 
Chamber of Commerce Building. 


Not Owner 

In an article March 6 on 
Dealer Tal Runnels, Automotive 
NEws erroneously stated that 
Runnels is the owner of James 
F. Waters, Inc. (DeSoto), San 
Francisco. 

Runnels is an associate dealer 
of the Waters organization. 
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Crude Content 
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CLASSIFIED WANT AD DEPARTMENT 


AUCTION 


Truck Tires 


WASHINGTON.—Standard sizes’ 
of civilian highway truck tires 
will contain a much smaller pro- 
portion of crude rubber and a 
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much larger amount of synthetic! 
rubber after Apr. 1, under the pro- 
visions of a new directive issued by | 
Rubber Director Bradley Dewey} 
to the tire manufacturing indus- 
try, the Office of the Rubber Di- 
rector announced last week. 

The reduction in crude content 
will amount to approximately 35 
percent and will have the effect 
of lessening a major drain on 
the nation’s scanty stocks of 
crude rubber. 

Reduction in the quantity of 
crude rubber needed for the high- 
way truck tires has been made pos- 
sible by the increasing supply of 
high tenacity rayon tire cord. Use 
of rayon cord in truck and bus 
tires makes it possible to avoid 
the destructive heat build-up 
which normally characterizes such 
heavy tires when they contain 
large proportions of synthetic rub- 
ber. 

Two of the major types of 
truck tires affected by the new 
directive are the 8.25-20, 10 ply 
standard highway tires and the 
11-22, 12 ply standard highway 
tires. Similar conversions are be- 
ing made in the manufacture of 
sizes intermediate between the 


as replies are forwarded, 


WANT AD DEPT,., 


HELP WANTED 


AUTOMOBILE BUYER and SALESMAN 
wanted for large Oldsmobile dealer. Ex- 
cellent opportunity for good experienced 
man. Salary and commission. Phila- 
delphia Motor-Car Co., 1155 S. Broad 
St., Philadelphia 47, Pa. 


SERVICE MANAGER WANTED. For one 
of Tidewater Virginia’s oldest and most 
reliable concerns, must be aggressive and 
Dodge & Plymouth experience preferred. 
Salary $250 per month, plus monthly 
bonus, with sales potential of 300 cars 
per year or better. State qualifications, 
experience and references in first letter. 
All replies confidential. LIVERMON 
MOTOR COMPANY, INC., 314 Crawford 
Street, Portsmouth, Virginia. 


Architect Wanted 


Man with architectural training who 
has experience in laying out service 
stations to work for large automo- 
bile manufacturer. Must be able to 
produce elevation or perspective 
sketches as guide for designing 
architect. 
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Same day received 


‘| WORLD'S 
LARGEST 
WHOLESALE 
DEALER 


Over 500 cars at your dis- 
posal at all times. 


All shipping arrangements 
made by us and each car 
checked thoroughly and 
priced at extremely low mar- 


Display Ads: $7 per inch, 
CASS AVE., 


per insertion 


DETROIT 2, MICH. 


TRUCKS FOR SALE 


NEW 1942 DODGE 1-ton Panel Mortician’s 


service car for sale at ceiling price. 
STEUDEL MOTORS, INC., 8620 Lorain 
Ave., Cleveland, Ohio. 


NEW KINGHAM TRAILERS under ceil- 


Vans, 
Tan- 


ing price. to 30’. 
Chassis, Flats, 
dems. Immediate delivery on PD321. In 
stock at MIDDLEKAUF, INC., Toledo, 


Ohio. 


Lengths 14’ 
Semis, 4-Wheelers, 


to carry 4 pass. cars. 


ALL MAKES & ALL MODELS 
TRUCKS — TRACTORS 
TRAILERS 


1942 Used Cars like new 


U.S. BEST TRUCK SALES 
1689 Bedford Ave., Bklyn, N.Y. 


TRUCKS WANTED 


Every Tuesday—Rain or Shine 
Used Cars and Trucks On Hand 
At All Times 
FOR DEALERS ONLY 
WE BUY WE SWAP WE SELL 
COME BUY COME SELL 


Phones 127-128-591 
2112-14-16 Sycamore St. 
Cairo, DL 


MISCELLANEOUS 


. 610, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 


LAPEER TRAILER TANK 2,500 gallon, 
975-20 tires, $1,000. Plymouth 1942 
Sedan, $1,000. Ford Tudor, 1936 body, 
$50. Chevrolet Tudor, 1937 body shell, 
$25. Ford V8 motor overhaul stand, $25. 
New Amco Ridge Reamer, $15. 
'37 to °42 Chevrolets, 

CHEVROLET, 


Hub 
caps fit 
LOUIS 


Thompsonville, 
Conn. 


Box 622, *e = News, 
two mentioned. roit 2. 


Under the terms of the directive, 
size 8.25-20 may not contain more 
than 24 pounds of crude rubber, 
while size 11-22 may not contain 
more than 41.85 pounds of crude 
rubber. The directive permits the 
truck tires to be made in two ways, 
either with 100 percent synthetic 
tread applied to a 100 percent 
crude carcass, or with the per- 
mitted amount of crude distributed 
anywhere in the tire at the discre- 
tion of the manufacturer. 

The new directive is currently 
in the form of a letter to the 
industry. It will be formally incor- 
porated in Rubber Order R-1 
shortly. 


gin of profit to maintain our 


tremendous volume. 526 Central Ave., 
as far as Buffalo, New York and Wash- 
D. C. LASKY MOTOR CAR 


90 Montrose Avenue, 


PARTS MANAGER WANTED. For one of 
Tidewater Virginia’s oldest and most 
reliable concerns, must be aggressive 
and Dodge & Plymouth experience pre- 
ferred. Salary $200 per month, plus 


monthly bonus. State qualifications in ple carload via telephone 
first letter. All replies confidential. 


LIVERMON MOTOR COMPANY, INC.,|| 4greement. 
314 Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Vir- ££ 


ginia. 
RELIANCE MOTORS 
2040 Broadway at 70th Street 


New York, N. Y. 
TEL.—TRAFALGAR 4-2830 


ington, 
CORP., 
is Es 


Wire or call Mr. Horton for 
hotel reservations or a sam- 


WANTED NEW or USED cylinder block 
for NASH 4240 Series. 
Scranton 9, Pa. 


Brooklyn, 
Stanley Stonier, 


BUSES FOR SALE WANTED FORD HOOD assembly No. 


21A-16612, will pay retail. Pankow- 
4—1942 FORD BUSES: 3-35 passenger; Anderson ‘Motor Co., Wells, Minn. 
1-40 passenger. All rebuilt motors. 
WILL TRADE 1942 Ford Tudor body 
for station wagon body. STAR MOTOR 


CO., Logansport, Ind. 


WANTED 1937-1941 inclusive, front and 
rear Packard fenders. Write Hoskins, 
Inc., 870 E. Market St., Akron, Ohio. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


NOTICE—We have 1942 CHEVROLET 
PARTS: Doors, Trunk Lids, Upholstery, 
Hardware and Glass. 40% to 60% off 

Write for free complete price list. 
Cooper-Lewis Co., 
Revere 51, Mass. 


WANTED: PARTS MANAGER for Ford 
dealer, town 25,000. State qualifications, 
experience and references. STAR MOTOR 
CO., Logansport, Ind. 


NEW 1942 INTERNATIONAL KS-7 School 
Bus, Superior body, 
particulars. Dahl Motors, LaCrosse, 


write for price and 
Wis. 


DEALERSHIP WANTED 


CASH FOR FORD DEALERSHIP in fair 
sized town, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas. 
Ford branch managers, I would consider 
open town. Box 604, 

Detroit 2. 


Inc., 238 Broadway, 


SERVICE MANAGER and ASSISTANT. 
Ford or Chevrolet experience, mechani- 
cal, body, paint, etc. Excellent postwar 
prospects. Must be capable handling 
men and customers. Airmail experience, 
qualifications and references to YOUNG 
2641 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, Calif. 


NEW CARS FOR SALE 


NEW & USED CARS. Authorized factory 
new car dealer with excellent connec- 
tions located in vicinity of Philadelphia 
wishes to act as agent in accordance 
with your instructions for the purchase 
of new and used cars. Box 617, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


New Hudsons ALL MODELS 

ALL STYLES 

Including convertibles, coupes, club 

coupes, 2 & 4 door sedans. Ready now 

c/o for immediate wholesale. BOGDA 

MOTOR Co., 1018 N. Meridian, 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 


USED CARS CARS POR SALE 


LIQUIDATING 1941, very clean, low mile- 

age cars. Greenfield Auto, 3510 E. 
OPERATOR—Experienced large dealership. 142nd St., (Longacre 6677) Cleveland, 

Excellent record, prefer G. M. dealer Ohio. 

connection. Can invest some money. : 

Outline proposition first letter. Box 608, |’42 CADILLAC, Series 75, five passenger 

c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. sedan. Appearance like new. Mechani- 
cally first class. Tires recapped, radio, 
underseat heater, hydramatic. Greenlease 
Moore, Inc., Phone 2-4131, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. 


1941 PLYMOUTH 4-DOOR SEDANS—for- 
mer cabs—-35 to choose from. These 
cars have all been repainted in standard 
1941 Plymouth colors, average mechani- 
cal condition. Set of new synthetic re- 
capped tires on all cars. Priced to sell 
fast—$635. GREAT LAKES MOTOR 
CORP., 2359 Main St., Buffalo, N. Y. 


15 USED LATE MODEL clean Buicks, 
Oldsmobiles, Chevrolets, Pontiacs, Plym- 
ouths and Fords. Will sell all or any 

4034 N.E. Broadway, Portland 13, number of them. Philadelphia Motor Car 

Oregon. 7 — S. Broad St., Philadelphia 

a 


c/o Automotive;}FOR SALE new left front fender for 


1936 Chevrolet and new radiator core 
for 1939 Chevrolet. RADER-LEAUBER 
MOTOR CO., Easton, Pa. 


News, 


Brake Committee 


Formed by WPB 


WASHINGTON. — WPB’s office 
of industry advisory committees 
has just announced the formation 
of a brake industry advisory com- 
mittee. 

Members are A. Vance Howe, 
Bendix - Westinghouse Automotive 
Air Brake Co., Elyria, O.; E. E. 
May, Bendix Aviation Corp., South 
Bend; J. R. Rose, Wagner Electric 
Corp., St. Louis; Charles F. Smith, 
Midland Steel Products Co., Cleve- 
land; Paul H. Werres, Warner 
Electric Brake Mfg. Co., Beloit, 
Wis., and J. H. Weyer, Moraine 
Products division, General Motors 
Corp., Dayton. 


PREFER FORD, CHEVROLET, DODGE- 
PLYMOUTH, or other G-M make with 
400 to 600 car potential in Penn., Ohio, 
Ind., Mich., Ky., or W. Va. Will pay 
cash for a going concern or will take an 
open point. Box 618, 
News, Detroit 2. 


FOR SALE: USED FRAMES, complete 
front and rear axle assemblies for D-35 
and K-6 Internationals. Also, large 
stock of other used truck parts. Write 
us what you need. General Truck 
Company, Inc., 426 West Morehead 
Street, Charlotte, North Carolina. 


WANTED—PARTS MANAGER for large 
Dodge-Plymouth Agency in a large city 
in Maryland. Must be capable of tak- 
ing complete charge. State age, past 
experience, qualifications, and references. 
Ideal working conditions and good sal- 
ary for right man. Box 624, 
Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


c/o Automotive 


DEALERSHIP FOR SALE 


ee esnenscesnsesssininasiascebneessiceee 

$25,000 cash will buy profitable dealership. 
One of BIG THREE franchises. Heart 
of rich citrus belt of Central Florida. 
Brick building 12,500 ft. floor space. 100 
car potential. Fine service business and 
storage. Good used car business. 
reason for selling, 
619, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


BUICK BUMPERS, 37 to 49. Write 
Progressive Automotive Co., 3021 Locust 
St., St. Louis, Missouri. 


DISMANTELING 1941 Mercury Tudor rear 
deck, hood, doors, roof. Box 614, 
Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


POSITION WANTED 
c/o 


DODGE AGENCY AND EQUIPMENT— 
Penna.—Good building, low rent. Ap- 
proximately 600 units yearly. Box 620, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


DENEG SPARK PLUG. Radically differ- 
ent from any other spark plug. Its 
efficiency will amaze you the way it 
improves the operation of your motor. 
Patent pending, all rights reserved. List 
price $1. 
Dealers. Thousands 
DeNeg Chemical Co., 
Birmingham, Alabama. 


WELL ESTABLISHED PACIFIC COAST 
General 
draft. 


Attractive proposition for 
already in use. 


314 Watts Blidg., 


Motors line. 
Will 


Dealer subject to 


AVAILABLE: Capable Public Relations sell 


Director—possessing wide background in 
industrial advertising and publicity, seeks 
post-war opportunity. Prefer automotive 
or subsidiary fields. To contact, address 
Box 603, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


Steam Booster 


Simple Device Is Said 
To Increase Mileage 


VANCOUVER.—R. E. E. Jessop, 
1370 Dutchess Ave., West Van- 
couver, has developed what he 
describes as a simple invention 
based on the principle of steam 
injection into the carburetion sys- 
tem, which he claims not only 
raises his car mileage, but gives 
greatly improved motor perform- 
ance. 

The invention consists, basically, 
of a two-gallon water tank which 
would steam-service about 25 gal- 
lons of gasoline; a “hot spot” going 
into the exhaust manifold; a drip 
feed which drips water to provide 
the steam, and a pipe taking the 
steam into carburetor. 

He says his 1931 Model A Ford 
goes 26 miles to the gallon, while 
the same models, minus his equip- 
ment, travel only 17 to 20 miles a 
gallon. The point he stresses is the 
improved engine performance. 


over $60,000, still running $1,500 month- 
ly. Box 621, 
Detroit 2. 


c/o Automotive News, 


RADIOS WANTED 


HYDRAULIC 
BRAKE FLUID 


For sale 5-gallon cans of hydraulic 
brake fluid. This brake fluid is 
aviation grade and does not contain 
any mineral oil. Copy of analytical 
specification from reliable labora- 
tory which indicates that this fluid 
is the equal of the outstanding 
brands on the market has been 
filed with the advertising depart- 
ment of this paper. Price, $1.80 per 
gallon, freight prepaid. Write Box 
611, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


WANTED TO BUY Automobile Radios. 
State full particulars. L. S. JULLIEN, 
Inc., 1443 P. 
& Dd. & 


WANTED: New 1941-42 Pontiac 5 
Quote quantity and prices. Box 625, 
Detroit 2. 


ATTENTION—MANUFACTURERS AUTO- 
MOTIVE PARTS EQUIPMENT. Inter- 
ested in sales and distribution on West 
Coast. Can establish representation all 
leading communities. Write DON HILL, 


Street, N.W., Washington 


c/o Automotive News, 


MANUFACTURER’S REPRESENTATIVE 
offers aggressive sales representation in 
middle western territory for parts or 
accessory manufacturer. Experienced in 
automotive field. Will handle only non- 
competing lines on an exclusive basis. 
Office located in Chicago. Write Box 615, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


50—1942 USED CARS. Fords, Buicks, 
Oldsmobiles, Pontiacs, Packards, Chev- 
rolets, Dodges, Chryslers, Plymouths, 
Studebakers, Willys, Nash. Will sell lot 
at right price. Box 616, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit 2. 


EIGHT SLIGHTLY USED 1942 cars, Ensley, 
reasonable. Plymouth, Olds, Hudsons and pany. 


Nash. Wade Thornton, 212 Woodland 
TWO HARTFORD DEALERS OFFER 


OVER $500,000 WORTH OF 
USED CARS TO WHOLESALE 


@ All Makes— All Models — All @ Lower prices than in any other 
Types—From 1936 to 1942. market. 


@ Rail facilities to all points @ Hartford is the center of the 
daily arranged by us biggest New England Market. 


Call or wire us ... We will make hotel reservations 


CAPITOL MOTORS, INC. O’MEARA MOTOR CO. 


368 Main Street, Tel. 7-8144 653 Conn. Boulevard, Tel. 8-2176 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT EAST HARTFORD, CONN. 


These two firms have been in business over 25 years 


TIRE PAINT FOR SALE 


WHITE TIRE PAINT in pint jars, 
the case, 
lots up to 6 cases, 
cases, 12 cases or more, 50% 

Alabama, 


12 to 
list $12 per case, less 40% in 
45% off up to 12 
off. F.O.B. 
Drennen ‘Motor Com- 


1942 DODGE 3 TON NEW 
chassis & cab 155 WB. FOR SALE—1941 Indian motorcycle. 
wheel motor delivery. Driven less than 
1989 CASE TRAILER 8,000 miles. Like new in every respect. 
Has not been used since November, 1941. 
WE WILL BUY and pay top dollar any 
make, any amount trucks 1938 or over. , 
Running or wrecked condition. Will go mobile Co., 


1909 FORD TOURING CAR. Reconditioned, 
new paint, new tires, etc. Buy it for ad- 
vertising purposes. Sacrifice $350. Conn 
Pontiac, Inc., 956 S. Main St., Akron, O. 


HEARSES, 
BULANCES. 
newer models. 
Kansas City, 


FUNERAL CARS or AM- 
Will buy clean 1936 or 
Henry Von, 3209 Victor, 
Missouri. 


WILL BUY—late model clean choice used 
cars, pickups and trucks. Have own 
transports in Utah, Idaho and Colo- 
rado. Phone Mr. Austin at Graceland 
6230, Chicago or Airmail lists and prices 
to Jesse M. Chase, 814 Diversey Park- 
way, Chicago, or Box 1552 Pocatello, 
Idaho. 


EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Air Compressor—5 H.P. 
motor 3 phase, 20 cu. ft. capacity. 
Ford Garage, Monroe, Michigan. 


Eisemann Names Metz 


BROOKLYN.—Eisemann Corp., man- 
ufacturers of magnetos, generators, 
ignition and fuel injection systems, 
announced last week appointment of 
H. R. Metz as works manager in 
charge of all divisions. During the 
last two and one-half years, Metz has 
been engaged in starting major de- 
fense projects, among which was the 
new iesel fuel injector plant of 
American Bosch Corp., at Providence, 
R. I., where he was ‘works manager. 


FOR SALE 


Quincy Air Compressor, capacity 200 Ibs., 
induction 142-horsepower motor, type No. 
A-125, 60 cycles, 110 or 230 volts, 8 or 16 
amperes and 4,900 RPM, boxed at our 
plant—$150. 


Box 623, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2 


WILL BUY—Clean seven passenger sedans, 
limousines 1936-1942. REILLY & SCOTT, 
137 West 56th St., New York City. 


WILL BUY 1940 or ’41 Special and Super- 
Model Buicks. Write, wire or phone Mr. 
Prior, East Coast Motors, West Palm 


Beach, Fla. Address all Box Ne. replies in care of Automotive News, 5229 Cass Ave., Detroit 2 
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George-Murray Bill Speeded... 


Postwar Legislation 
In Two Parts 


WASHINGTON.—Under an)! 
agreement adopted by Senate lead- | 
ers last week, postwar legislation | 
would be put through Congress in 
two parts. 


For one, it is planned to rush 
action on the specialized George- 
Murray bill setting forth contract- 
termination policy. 

For the other, the Senate Mili- 
tary Affairs committee, now in ac- 
tion, will continue holding hearings 
for another week on legislation to 
create a central policy-making 
agency to direct general mobiliza- 
tion and demobilization activities, 
including disposal of plants and 
surplus property. 

Such legislation would be based 
on the Murray-George bill, but 
will also include a general plan 
for taking care of displaced 
workers through a training and 
reemployment program, as pro- 
vided under the bill introduced 
by Senator Kilgore. 

Plans in general for handling 
postwar legislation were brought 
out last Tuesday at the opening of 
hearings before the Military Af- 
fairs subcommittee of the Senate. 
Senators George and Murray both 
expressed agreement over the pro- 
cedure. 

However, one discordant note 
against this procedure came from 
Matthew Woll, chairman of the 
postwar planning committee of the 
American Federation of Labor. 
He demanded that all legislation 
dealing with reconversion be em- 
bodied in one bill. 

Yet to be ironed out are differ- 
ences between the House and 
Senate leaders over postwar leg- 
islation. Senator Murray said 
that his committee would discuss 
with House leaders and the 
Comptroller General the proper 


Postwar Use 
For Aircraft 


Heater Seen 


NEW YORK.—A tiny twenty- 
one-pound furnace, having enough 
heat capacity for a twenty-room 
house and of a type now being put 
in use in military aircraft, was 
demonstrated here last week at a 
press preview, and it possibilities 
for other applications, including 
postwar household heating, were 
discussed by Lynn A. Williams, jr., 
vice-president in charge of the 
heater division of Stewart-Warner 
Corp. 

Williams emphasized the fact 
that as yet there are no postwar 
home heating models built on the 
new principles, since all efforts and 
facilities are devoted to military 
needs. However, he said the ex- 
perience in developing small, light- 
weight heating units has put his 
company within striking distance 
of revolutionary heating units for 
use in houses of the future. 

He pointed out that the heater 
demonstrated, which is about the 
size of an office waste basket, was 
light enough and small enough to 
be hung from the rafters of an 
ordinary house, thus being in an 
out of the way position in the attic 
and providing greater space for 
living in the rest of the house. 
Smaller units are capable of being 
supplied—one to each room with 
individual thermostat controls. 


Detroit Dealers 


To Get More Gas 


DETROIT.— Auto dealers here 
are expected to get increased allot- 
ments of gasoline for cars in in- 
ventory under a recommendation 
made last week at the request of 
the Detroit Auto Dealers Assn. and 
the Michigan Used Car Dealers 
Assn. 

The director of the OPA district 
office recommended that local 
boards grant a maximum of three 
gallons a car a month in inventory. 
A fairer distribution, the director 
said, would be obtained if the allot- 
ment were based on a three-month 
average of the inventory. Final 
decision rests with the local board. 


role of the General Accounting 
Office in contract settlement. 

As matters now stand, the Sen- 
ate committees, both the Murray 
and George groups, recommend 
that the GAO be authorized to 
examine termination agreements 
only for the detection of fraud. 
The House Military Affairs com- 
mittee, however, puts the termina- 
tion program entirely under the 
Comptroller General. 

The service departments and the 
Senate contend that the House bill 
will result in long delays in settling 
termination claims through the 
General Accounting Office and are 
prepared to sidetrack such legisla- 
tion. 

“Some central agency, to operate 
at the policy level, to work out 
and coordinate plans for transition 
to peace is absolutely essential,” 
Senator George stated. The agency, 
he added, should have full power 
to act to meet changing situations. 
It cannot be a debating society, he 
declared. 

The postwar committee previ- 
ously had decided to recommend 
to the military committee that in 
the interest of speed the bill deal- 
ing exclusively with contract 
termination be reported out for 
Senate consideration without 
awaiting the conclusion of hear- 
ings on the bill for the creation 
of office of mobilization and 
demobilization. 

It is understood that a bitter 
behind-the-scenes fight is being 
fought in Senator George’s com- 
mittee over which agencies shall 
be represented on the proposed 
demobilization board which the 
George-Murray bill would set up. 

It is said that an Army spokes- 
man in closed hearings has pro- 
tested vigorously against including 
either the War Production Board 
or the War Manpower Commission 
on the board. 

The military is reported to be 
particularly peeved at Paul Mc- 
Nutt, apparently because McNutt 
licked them in the fight over con- 
trol of deferments for men 26 and 
under in war industries. Reports 
have it that the Army is now 
backing a plan to place reconver- 
sion control under Charles E. Wil- 
son, but not under what is now 
known as WPB. This appears to 
be a move to sidetrack WPB Chief 
Donald Nelson. 


Car Prices Can be Cut 10% 


Last Race 


Soap Box Derby Champ 
Killed in Action 


DETROIT.—Officials of Chevro- 
let, co-sponsor with leading news- 
papers of the All-American Soap 
Box Derby, expressed deep regret 
last week upon learning of the 
death in New Guinea of Second 
Lieut. James D. Farmer, 22-year- 
old fighter pilot, formerly of Flint. 
He is the first former hometown 
Soap Box Derby champion to be 
reported killed in action. 


Seven years ago, Jim Farmer, 
then a boy of 16, the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. James L. Farmer, was 
winner of the Soap Box Derby 
race sponsored by the Flint Journal 
and Chevrolet. He entered the 
finals at Akron. 

A graduate of Northern High 
school in Flint, young Farmer en- 
listed in the Army Air Forces, 
Jan. 5, 1943. 


200,000th Jeep 
Is Produced 

e 
By Willys 

TOLEDO.— The 200,000th Jeep 
has rolled from the assembly lines 
of Willys-Overland Motors, it was 
announced here last week. 

This milestone in the manufac- 
ture of the fast-moving scout cars, 
it was explained by Ward M. 
Canaday, president, dates from 
June, 1941, when the company’s 
vehicle was selected as standard 
by the Army after undergoing ex- 


tensive tests with pilot models 
submitted by other auto concerns. 


He pointed out that “demand for 
the fast-moving scout cars has in- 
creased steadily since 1941, both 
because of the growing Allied 
offensive and because the vehicle 
has proven itself highly valuable 
for 50 separate fighting jobs.” 

At the inception of the govern- 
ment contract, he said, the com- 
pany’s Jeep and its commercial 
vehicles — which utilize the same 
engine — were turned out on ad- 
jacent assembly lines. However, six 
weeks after Pearl Harbor all 
manufacturing facilities were con- 
verted 100 percent to war work. 

Although unable to divulge the 
present rate of production, Cana- 
day stated that “our aggregate 
monthly shipments from scout car 
sub-contractors would fill a freight 
train of more than a thousand 
cars with enough left over to load 
a motor fleet of nearly 3,000 trucks, 
despite the fact that we make a 
large number of the nearly 9,000 
parts that go into every Jeep.” 


After War, UAW Says 


By Robert M. Finlay 
Associate Editor 
DETROIT. — Taking 
recent statements that increased 
costs may force auto price in- 
creases which would create a bar- 
rier to mass sales, the UAW-CIO 
said last week in its research re- 
port that prices can be slashed 10 
to 15 percent below prewar prices 
if they are based on real cost of 
production. 

Admitting that wage rates in 
the auto industry have risen 14 
percent since 1941, the UAW con- 
tended, nevertheless, the produc- 
tivity of the worker has _ in- 
creased at a much faster rate. 
Several auto manufacturers have 

stated recently that if auto pro- 
duction should start tomorrow, in- 
creased labor and material costs 
would force price increases vari- 
ously estimated at 15 to 25 percent. 

However, James H. Wishart, di- 

rector of the UAW research de- 
partment, said that some of these 
estimates of increased labor costs 
included overtime pay, a_ factor 
that is not likely to be present in 
the postwar period. 

In addition, Wishart said, pro- 

duction per worker hour in the 
automotive industry 


issue with 


1919 to 1940. 
Since 1941, he contended, this in- 
crease has been speeded up enor- 


mously. While acknowledging that | t 

| formerly was filled by joint legislative 
| action, 
a bill 


there are no conclusive figures to 
support the stated increase since 
1941, he pointed out that there are 
several supporting factors. These 
he listed as: 

1. The enormous increase in pro- 


increased 9) 
percent a year in the period from| 





ductivity following the last war. 

2. New machine tools. Produc- 
tion will be concentrated in the 
new, more efficient units, Wishart 
said. 

3. More efficient techniques have 
been developed from  employe- 
suggestion plans, many of which 
can be carried over into auto pro- 
duction. 

Worker productivity on the first 
cars produced during the reor- 
ganization period will be low, of 
course, Wishart said. But  pro- 
ductivity is expected to make 
steady gains, until by the end of 
the first year it will be up 20 
percent, he said. 

Turning to materials, Wishart 
said that figures of the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics show that metal 
prices are up 11 percent, partly 
because of increased labor costs, 
including overtime rates, which 
won’t be a peacetime factor. Here 
again, he said, the steel industry 
will have after the war a much 
greater capacity than will be 
needed, and production can be con- 
centrated in the most efficient 
units. 


Magee Renominated 

TRENTON, N. J.—Arthur W. Ma- 
gee was nominated recently by Gov. 
Edge to succeed himself as_ state 
motor vehicle commissioner for a four- 
year term at $10,000 a year. Magee 
is a Republican and has served two 
full four-year terms in the post, which 


The current legislature passed 
transferring the appointment 
to the Governor. 

It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news— 
better renew NOW! 


Dream of 1,000 


Planes a Day 
Still a Dream 


NEW YORK.— Manufacture of 
1,000 planes daily, once heralded as 
possible by adapting automobile 
mass-production methods to air- 
craft construction, has not been 
achieved, the closing session of the 
SAE National Aeronautic Meeting 
in Hotel New Yorker learned ‘last 
week. 


These reasons, among others, 
were stated by Thomas N. Kelly, 
of Consolidated Vultee Aircraft 
Corp., Detroit: 


Product requirements of the air- 
craft-buying public, comprising the 
United Nations governments, are 
too strict. Design changes to meet 
tactical needs are too frequent. 
Capacity for absorbing planes, 
limited by necessity for training 
personnel to use them, is too 
limited. Demand, while larger than 
ever before, does not approach the 
volume requisite to mass produc- 
tion. 


Airplanes, which are _ obsolete 
almost as soon as the scale draw- 
ings are completed and which 
must be manufactured from mate- 
rials whose strength is taxed to 
the limit, just do not lend them- 
selves to mass production tech- 
niques which, rid of design com- 
plexities and blessed by large- 
scale demand, can spawn automo- 
biles by the thousands, he said. 


Automobile and _ aircraft in- 
dustries advantageously have ex- 
changed techniques, Kelley added, 
the older industry contributing or- 
ganization and management con- 
trols, engineering accuracy, and 
cost consciousness. The aircraft 
industry was said to have stimu- 
lated interest in new materials and 
methods, and to have re-estab- 


lished “custom” techniques, which 
may be reflected in postwar trucks 
and buses. 


ACWP Will Hold 
Regional Parleys 


DETROIT.—The Automotive 
Council for War Production has 
called off its annual meeting sched- 
uled for Detroit in June, and in- 
stead will hold a series of regional 
meetings, it was announced last 
week. 


In a letter to the Office of De- 
fense Transportation, George Rom- 
ney, managing director of ACWP, 
said that the decision was made 
by the board of directors as a 
step to lighten the wartime trans- 
portation load as well as to allow 
the representative companies to 
get the benefit of the discussions 
in their own communities. 


Sever Promoted 


By Chevrolet 


DETROIT.—The appointment of 
Paul Sever as manager of the 
Chevrolet southeast region with 
headquarters in Atlanta, Ga., has 
been announced by W. E. Holler, 
general sales manager of Chev- 
rolet. 


Sever succeeds L. S. Costley 
whose death occurred recently. 
Prior to his appointment, Sever 
was assistant regional manager in 
Atlanta under Costley. He has been 
associated with Chevrolet for 26 
years. 


Maintenance Committee 


Started in Staunton, Va. 


STAUNTON, Va.—Under the 
sponsorship of the Office of Defense 
Transportation, a local mainte- 
nance advisory committee has 
been organized to assist truck 
Operators in the Staunton area. 
This committee is composed of H. 
M. Cox, representing medium and 
heavy truck dealers: R. R. Smith, 
representing common carriers; 
Guy F. Sutton, representing the 
private carrier group; Virgil P. 
Hawse, representing light duty 
truck and passenger-car dealers; 
| J. F. Simmons, representing repair 
|Darts jobbers and dealers; R. W. 
Billingsley, representing passenger- 
car dealers: L. F. Dickson, repre- 
|senting independent garages, and 
'O. W. Gilbert, representing bus 
line Operators. 
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Hudson’s Net 
Is $1,637,958 


DETROIT.—Hudson Motor Car 
Co. and its domestic and Canadian 
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subsidiaries reported last week net . 


income of $1,637,958 for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1943, after all 
charges, including depreciation and 
interest and deductions to cover 
loss in value of automobile dies and 
tools. 


Also covered were reserves of 
$1,318,705 for postwar reconversion 
and other war contract contin- 
gencies, and provision of $1,708,517 
for income taxes and $387,457 for 
excess profits taxes. Income is 
equivalent to $1.03 a share on the 
stock outstanding. 


Purolator Ex-President 


John Graham Dies 


NEWARK, N. J. — John A. 
Graham, 72, president of Purolator 
Products, Inc., of this city, from 
1925 until his retirement in 1941, 
died last week in St. Petersburg, 
Fla., where he recently resided. 

Graham went to Mishawaka, 
Ind., in 1895, and subsequently 
entered the automobile business, 
working as branch manager 12 
years in Fargo, N. D., and Minne- 
apolis for the Studebaker Corp. 


Advertising 
Chrysler’s Drive 


A nationwide springtime pro- 
gram to assist owners in caring for 
their cars and trucks—which form 
America’s vital wartime highway 
transportation — was announced 
last week by Chrysler Corp. The 
program includes a_e series of 
messages containing springtime 
car care advice which will be pub- 
lished in more than 850 news- 
papers during the next six weeks. 


Perry to R&R 


Ruthrauf & Ryan advertising 
agency announces that Robert L. 
Perry, business and automotive 
editor of the Detroit Free Press, is 
joining the agency Apr. 22 as as- 
sistant to Matthew J. Casey, vice- 
president and manager of the 
Detroit office. 


Donald F. Schram, state editoré 


of the Free Press since 1934, will 
succeed Perry as auto and business 
editor. 


To Kudner 


Anthony DeLorenzo, for several 
years head of United Press’ Michi- 
gan bureau office, has joined 
Arthur Kudner agency as public 
relations man on the Fisher Body 
account. 

Frank Armstrong, who has 
worked on the account for several 
years, will take up other duties 
|in the agency’s New York office. 





